


MOUNT WASHINGTON HOMEOWNERS ALLIANCE
Draft MINUTES of the GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MAY 9, 2011, CARLIN G. SMITH RECREATION CENTER

President Stan Sosa called the meeting to order at 7:10PM.
PRESIDENT’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Stan informed the membership of the cancellation of the
scheduled speaker, Tom Pelletier of the Foundation Works.
Although Ruth Mehringer contacted our advertiser, Alpha
Structural, an engineering firm specializing in building
foundations, they were unable to put together a presentation
on short notice.

Stan asked for corrections to the draft Minutes of the March
14" General Membership meeting published in the May is-
sue of the newsletter. Since there were no corrections, the
Minutes stand as reported.

Stan announced that our Parliamentarian, Martha Espelage,
had submitted her resignation from the Board. Martha is
leaving Mt. Washington. Stan asked for volunteers to fill
the position for the remainder of the term.

Our 10 year anniversary celebration is on the calendar for
Sunday, October 2, from 3 to 6 PM at the Mt. Washington
Elementary School. Details to follow, but there will be food
and entertainment,

Stan invited the members to enjoy the desserts provided by
Susanne Brody and the sandwiches and fresh fruits provided
by our speaker Jon Murga.

Mr. Murga, is a Mt. Washington resident, and President/Man-
aging Partner of Fresco Community Market, a member of
the Fresco Community Foundation (501c).

He is developing a new business model that believes in
putting the homeless to work by providing training and
employment in the markets and in giving a portion of the
profits back to the community. Locally our MWES is the
beneficiary. Approx. one-third of the store is devoted to fresh
produce, meats and fish. Excess product is donated to the L.
A. Mission. There is seating in the fresh coffee and bakery
section with baguettes, bread and pastries delivered daily.
Wi-Fi is available. The large wine and beer area features
Microbrews. On Saturday and Sunday evenings their home-
made barbeque is sold in the food section. A community
room is available for meetings. The store is located at 5914
Monterey Road with plenty of parking and is open 7 days
6AM to 10PM.

e-newsletter: Stan referred to the conversion of the newslet-
ter to paperless. Members who elect to receive the newslet-
ter via the internet will receive an email notice containing
a link to the latest issue on the Alliance website. Members
who wish to continue receiving a printed copy via U. S.
mail must submit a request to writing to MWHA, P. O. Box

2

65855, Los Angeles, CA 90065. Stan also mentioned the
possibility of interim updates, member feed back and use
of bulletin boards.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Patti Yamaguchi reported a
bank balance of $8,515.59

LAND USE by Louis Mraz:

Cynthia Avenue lot update — a meeting with the architect
and the owner is scheduled for Saturday, May 14th to dis-
cuss use of friction piles in place of extensive grading and
soil removal and retention of as many existing walnut trees
as possible.

Coptic Church- no update

Avenue 45/Marmion Way condos — The traffic study con-
ducted November 9, 2010, indicated there would be no
problem with the additional traffic generated by this proj-
ect. The study considered it a ‘T’ intersection and counted
the number of cars traveling on Marmion Way and a short
portion of Avenue 45 north of (above) Marmion Way. It
did not take into consideration traffic stoppage for the Gold
Line trains on the south (lower section) of Avenue 45 nor
the unique bend in Avenue 45 as it crosses Marmion Way.
Louis indicated that traffic studies for the city of Los Angeles
are based on a 1954 traffic study in Kansas City, considered
the gold standard. Discussion indicated concern about traf-
fic backup on Ave. 45 in both directions when stopped for
train crossings. Membership expressed interest in obtaining
expert testimony.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Lynelle Scaduto, Field Deputy for Councilmember Reyes
asked for input regarding the conversion from a STOP sign
to a YIELD sign at the corner of Glenwood and uphill Can-
yon Vista. A brief discussion indicated that the membership
had no objection.

Ruth Mehringer announced that the 6™ annual Lummis Day
would be held on Sunday, June 5 with poetry events at the
Lummis House beginning at 10:30 and the Heritage Square
venue with entertainment, food and community tables open-
ing at 12:30PM and continuing until 7PM.

Carol Tilton said that the website committee is looking for
someone to maintain the website. Volunteers and sugges-
tions are welcomed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10PM. Most folks stayed
until 8:45 to enjoy conversation and refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Mehringer, Secretary






Real Estate Update
by Raphael Guerin

Changes are abundant from the last update in the previous
newsletter. It is just another reason that having a local resident
Realtor in the neighborhood is key. A big factor is that the
amount of inventory available in our zip code went from a 9.3
month supply in March down to a 3.1 month supply in April.
A dramatic decrease which substantiates the fact that the active
season for home buying and selling is upon us while the rates
are still low.

The hill has approximately 34 active listings with the highest
priced at $1.3 million on Wren which is good for all property
owners if it in fact sells near the listed price. The average is still
running in the mid to upper $500k range. A slight change has
taken place in the number of days it takes to obtain an acceptable
offer; it shifted from 45 to 56 days, so not much.

The upcoming months will give the data that may support my
opinion that we are on the path to a new light on the hill. The
areas around us such as Highland Park and Glassell Park are
both also doing well with a low amount of inventory presently
active on the market.

Let’s maintain what we have, do our brush clearance and keep an
eye out for strange persons as we can police our own streets.

Looking for additional data on the market then review Realtor.
com for they are still the #1 site for information, all derived
from data straight from the Multiple Listing Service. Enjoy the
hill but let’s respect each other and maintain our properties for
everyone’s benefit.

MURAL/MEMORIAL

continued from front page

Board of the ASNC seeking a letter of support
for the Mt. Washington Mural Project. The Board
referred the matter to the Mt. Washington Local
Issues Committee of the ASNC, which was held
on Monday, June 6 at the Carlin G. Smith Rec-
reation Center. Zach and several friends made
a presentation to the assembled few seeking the
letter of support. There was discussion among
those who liked and approved of the project and
those who did not. Comments indicated concerns
about the appropriateness of a mural in the first
place, its appropriateness as a memorial, image
content, visibility and precedent setting. There
were alternate suggestions for the location and
type of memorial including the school, vines or
other forms of vegetation to cover the wall and/or
a memorial bench and plaque at the site. It was
suggested that Zach meet with the SRF and make
presentations to the Mt. Washington Association
and the Mt. Washington Homeowners Alliance.
The request for the letter was tabled by co-chair-
man, Liz Herron.

For an August 2010 article and photos of the
Mt. Washington Drive murals, see:

--www.theeastsiderla.com/2010/08/whos-be-
hind-the-mount-washington-murals/

Mount Washington Homeowners Alliance Membership Application

=0 Single: $15 =0 Family / Couple: $25
=0 Senior: $10 (each)

Name(s)

=0 Sponsor: $35
= Benefactor: $100

Address

Zip

Phone Email

lam =0 OWNER = RENTER

= RENEWING MEMBER

=01 NEW MEMBER

O Yes, I'minterested in advertising my business or service in the MWHA Newsletter.

Memberships are valid for one calendar year, beginning in January. Member voting privileges are restricted to homeowners.
Please make check payable to the Mount Washington Homeowners Alliance. Mail application with check to

MWHA, P. O. Box 65855, Los ANGELES, CA 90065
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